1. Explain what makes your source scholarly:
 
a. What do you know about the author? What information establishes them as a credible expert on this topic?
The Decline and Fall of Rome by James W. Ermatinger. 
JAMES W. ERMATINGER is Professor and Chair of the Department of History at Southeast Missouri State University in Cape Girardeau, Missouri.
My source was found in the Ashford library, by way of Senior Thesis. The article has commentary provided by Malcolm W Browne. Ice Cap Shows Ancient Mines Polluted the Globe, The New York Times, December 9, 1997.      
        
b. What are some examples of scholarly sources that are referenced and cited in this article, chapter, or web article?

Examples of scholarly resources cited are: http://www.julen.net/ancient/ The ancient world Web site provides a good introduction to the variety of sources available.

2. In your own words, what is the author’s thesis or the central focus? What would you answer if you described what you read to someone, and then they asked “So what’s the point?”
 
The central focus of this article is abandonment or absence, and how the military tyrants during the Crisis of the Third Century added to a fatal spirit of civic disengagement, strife, and manorialism.

3. List three main points the author makes to back up the thesis or central focus.

The influence of the clergy, in an age of superstition, might be usefully employed to assert the rights of mankind; but so intimate is the connection between the throne and the altar, that the banner of the church has very seldom been seen on the side of the people (Chapter Three p. 52). 
History...is, indeed, little more than the register of the crimes, follies, and misfortune of mankind (ibid. p. 69) 
If we contrast the rapid progress of this mischievous discovery [of gunpowder] with the slow and laborious advances of reason, science, and the arts of peace, a philosopher, according to his temper, will laugh or weep at the folly of mankind (Chapter 65, p. 68)



4. Explain how the author uses each main point to back up the thesis or central focus.

As long as mankind shall continue to bestow more liberal applause on their destroyers than on their benefactors, the thirst of military glory will ever be the vice of the most exalted characters.

5. What Final Project question will you answer?

I will answer how Christianity had some influence on the decline and fall of the Roman Empire.

What specific part of your Final Project could this article or chapter support? Why?

This article could provide answers in the body of the final project, by providing specific examples of societal growth.
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